








uns, 45° 


, Heraclitus Ridens : 


A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. °- 








Cuclday, December the 13th. 1681. 







Felt. EWS! Why I knownone; you 
hear I fuppofe that the K. of Poland 
is fo well recover’d as to goabroad, 
to the great joy and fatisfaGion of 

his People. 


Earn. Yes, and fome fay they made Bonefires 5 
but matters at that diftance are varioufly report- 
ed: I heard it confidently affirm’d Pother day 
by adozen at leaft at a Coffee-houfe near the Old 
Baily, that he was neverill, and that the report 
of his Inclination to change the Air was a meer 
Sham. Therefore let us difcourfe of matters 
nearer home; You have feen I doubt not the Ac- 
count at large of the late contrivance of Fitz-Ger- 
rald and his Accomplices againft three of His Ma- 
jefties Jufticcs of the Peace for the County of 
Surrey newly publifhed, under the Title of 4 Dif- 

of One Sham more, &c. 
. Yes, I have read it through. 

Earn. And fo have I too; and with the Au- 
thors pardon, whoever he be, I think he has dif- 
cover’d a greater tendernefs of the Reputation of 
the principal Offenders, I mean the Functo-men 
( whom he mutt be fuppos’d te know, and I can 
guefs at ) than they deferve; And truly, upon 
the whole matter it fecms to me that he could 
have been content to have omitted the names of 
their Tools too, if it had not been abfolutely ne- 
= toaglear communication of the matter of 

act. 4 
Feft. To fee now how men differ in their Opi- 
nions ; Why, I happen’d ¢ other day to bein the 
Company of fome of the Sober Party, and they 
exclaimed againft-the Author moft bitterly for im- 
modeftly reflecting, as they pretended upon their 
Friends. 

Earn. Why, there are a fort of People that 
appropriate to themfelves the name of Sober, who 
yet by their uncharitable railings difcover the 
grcatelt Intemperance imaginable. Prithee do they 
know the Author? 

Fet. No, nos but they with they could come 
to the certain knowledg of him; They'd anfwer 
him they fay with a Vengeance. . 

Earn. As how prithee? | cannot underfiand 
how their knowledg of him cou’d contribute any 
thing to his Confutation. 

Jet. O, very much! for then though he were 
as exemplary for Picty as St. Pawl, as great an 
Advocate for Chriftianity as Tertullian, and as 
good an Apologift for the Reformation as Bifhop 


ewel, they'd transform him in an inftant to a 

efuit and all that; Why, they don’t ftick to fay 
already that they are fure he is Popifhly affected, 
a Popith Rafcal, &c. 

Earn. Thofe 1 know are words of courfe, that 
that they are apt to make ufe of when they have 
nothing elfe to fay. But what’s this ftill to the 
confuting him? * 

Feft. Why, they’! eafily procure ye a Lad of fixe 
teen, who with the help of a litle Bear-garden Learn- 
ing {hall in a minute confute an Author upon 
whom they have fix’d the name of a Papift. What 
dye think of Pocket Flails, the Invention is new 
and in my Opinion extraordinary. D’ye think 
he that was difcover’d Pother day to have befpoke 
a parcel of ’em for himfelf and his Affociates, 
did not bid fairer for the Title of a True Prote(tant 
in the modern fenfe than for the name of a Chri- 
ftian or a reafonable Creature? I am of Opinion, 
that with one of them a man that’s no Scholar 
might put the moft Learned Author in Chriften- 
dom toanon-plus ina moment. You have feeh 
fome of *em I fuppofe: 

Earn. Yes, and thofe that I faw wete made of 
Lignum vite, a heavy wood, and they were made 
more weighty by Lead within, they call them Pro- 
teftant Flails, and they fay Poor Stephen, as they 
term the late | roteftant Foyner, was the firft In- 
venter of ’em. But have thofe People no way of 
confuting an Author but by knocking out his 
Brains? that I confefs will filence him. And I 
remember the Whigs in Scotland confuted the 
Learned Arch-Bifhop of St. Andrews muth after 
that mannet. 

Feft. Why, what wou’d you have men to do, 
when by undeniable matter of Fa@t , and hatural 
inferences from it themfelves and their caufe are at 
once expofed. 

Earn. 1 wou'd have them take fhame to them- 
felves, and mend their manners; and be mose 
modeft than to provoke by illnames and mali- 
cious Retlections thofe who having Truth on 
their tide and a juft Caufe are able to deal witli 
’em, and to lay em open to that furthér difgrace 
which men incorrigibly ill-natur’d ought to un- 
dergo. 


Feft. Still yqu ought to remember the Proverb, 


Mr. Earneft, thattays,Zbere’s no Fence againft a Flail. 
Earn. That’s true. But are there not Laws to 
awe ill men from committing , and to punifhi 
them 








them whenthey do commit Outrages againft His 
Majefties good Subjcéts ? 

Feft. Yes certainly. But any ftranger-to our 
Conftitution woud have been tempted to have 
fufpected the conteaty, that Bad obferv’d the tu- 
multuary doings at the O/d°Baily t Other day in 
the face of Juftice. 

Earn. The truth is, there was a devilith noife 
as the fign.was given about waving of Hats. 

Jets Aad I fhould think that thofe who wav’d 
their Hats to encourage fuch Diforders don’t 
deferve to wear their Head. But don’t let us 
go to raife new Devils till the old ones are laid 
you know we have two weekly Enemies, that 
think they lie hard upon us; let’s een divert 
our felves. q little with them after all this feri- 
ous Difcourfe, and to that purpofe enter Mon- 
key, what fays poor Pug ? 

Earn. That Vle fay for him, hehas the Cice- 
ronian way with him, a very exuberant ftile 5 for 
Example, he had a mind to tell the World , that 
Heraclitus was dull, which thus he exprefles, That 
poor Sculloge feribles now as ruefully and fillily as 
bis Patrons LOOK, --— 

Feft.He’s a thirking Cur, by the way, for that 
was our fill, that LOOK. 

Earn. You'l {poil his Eloquence by your inter- 
ruptions: he goes on, Nor can all the Cordials 
from the Face or the Influences of the Half-Moon 
revive the one or the other into a Dram of Ingenuity 
or @ piece of a Smile, or a Grain of Senfe. 

Feft. He thinks he’s going to the Chandlers 
again for a farthing-Candle, a Half-peny worth 
of Tobacco, and a Herring into the Bargain, 

Earn. You are apt to ridicule every thing 
that is ferious, Vle affure you the Whigs look 
upon’t to be very well fpoken. 

Felt. 1 {ce nothing in him but incurable dull- 
nefs and impudence. I cannot admire the quib- 
let of the Influences of a Half-Moon, and then for 
a piece of a Smile, i ncver faw any fuch thing. 

Earn. As you fay, he has his failings: for he 
tells the World, We grant what if he wore his 
fenfes about him, he would fee was fpoken by 
the fame figure that any man may fay Harry Care 
is a very pretty proper Fellow. 

Fett. Why, he'd take it for granted prefently, 
you fee. 

Earn. His next Sentence is falfe, and that is 
fucceeded by a little Law-Cafe, which may be 
inferted into Pug’s Reports; he wrelts an ex- 
cellent and wholfom Statute to his own fenfe, 
and then makes this Inference, “ To fay, Juries 
“are not to judg. of the credibility of Witneffes, 
“is not only to give the Common-Law, but the 
“Statute too, a flap in the Face. 

Felt. What means he by not only the Common 
Law, when he inftances in but one Statute? 

Earn. © Sir, he takes this for granted too; you 
don’t know how much Law aman gets by eating 
a Sop in the Pan at the Inns of Court; he thinks 
meanly fircight of the molt truly Learned L. 
Chief Jutlice, who fays pag. 33. of the Pro- 
ceedings at the Old Baily, Nov. 24. You are not 
to Examine properly bere concerning the Credibility 


of the Witneffes , that is not to be proved or con- 
troverted bere before you, that is Matter, upon a 
Trial by: the Petty Fury, for thére the King will be 
beard-for to defend the Credit of bis Witneffes 5 if 
there be any thing. that can be objetied againit them, 
tt 6 proper for the Prifoner to do that, you are only 
to fee whether the Statute be fatisfied , in having 
Matter that is treafonable, and having it witneffed 
by two Men, by tmo, Katneffes,. whore tatended 
prima facie Credible, wnle{s you of your own know- 
ledg know the contrary: for otherrife you mujt eon- 
Sider what a difadvantage this would be in all fuch 
Cafes, if the Credibility of the Witneffes fhould be 
examined before the Grand Fury, where the King is 
not prefent, nor ina poffthility of defending the Credit 
of bis Witneffes 5 the Prifoner or the RartyeIndiited 
is not bere, that ba propey Objettion ipigth he comes 
upon bis Trial, for all men are intended Credible, tilt 
there are Objeétions again{t them, and till theig 
Credits come to be examined on one fide and the 
other. ' ; 

Feft. Well, but what’ fay vou'to his Taft ‘clofé 
touch concerning the Ii Witnefles; there he 
fetches you over with a Why not ? 

Earn. This I fay, that the Whigsare the only 
Prevaricators in the matter, for none Keretoforé 
more forward to extol, to bail, to help, ro beg par- 
don for thefe verymen than the Ringleaders of 
the Faction; and therefore none’more likely td 
be acquainted with their Intrigues ; and therefore 
none in this caufe more credible by unprejudic’d 
men than they. . 

Fet. Why then, I firid, Harry has anfwer'd'us 
to as much purpofe as if he had fent the’ Lady 
Apefs witha Puglet or two tohave fqueal’d and 


feream’d at us. But can our whimpering Chit Mo* 
critus' fpeak yet? 

Earn. Speak man? yes, he complains that you 
do nothing but rail at him, 

Jet. Now fee how a mans good ‘nature may 
be miftaken; Ingratitude and Dulnefs will for 


ever be the Characterifticks of Whiggifm. We 
fet him in the fame Clafs with the two great 
Wits of our Age ( abfit invidia verbo‘ 3* Baxter and 
Fenkins 5 and are we thus rewarded ! 

Earn. Nay more, after a great’deal of meek 
foam, he fays we ate not worth bis notice. 

Feft. Pretty thing! no doubt he has heard of 
the Proverb, Proud and beggarly, a point Cravat 
and ne’r a {hirt on. 

Earn. Still worfe and worfe, he tells you, you 
may rake your miry wit to a vacuum, 

Fe. Help me, fimall Beer and Sprats! what 
does the man mean by that! O that Gaffendus and 
Def-Cartes were alive again, what work would 
they make with the Notion of raking a miry wit to a 
vacuum ? 

Earn. At laft our {niveling Author takes the 
Phtlofophical way of healing his Rage with 
Mutic, fuch as ’tis; for he concludes with a Poem, 
of which the Emblem is, a rout of Cripples ma- 
king hatte to a Church-door, one wants a Leg, 
tother a Foot, but all are lame; and even fuch 
are his hobling Verfes; and it may be faid of 
both, the fewer the lefs troublefom. 
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